
SILENT IN WORSHIP. LOUD AGAINST GUN VIOLENCE. 
PREPARING FOR POST-MARCH ADVOCACY

We call on Congress for a comprehensive gun violence prevention strategy that will:
• Address the many forms of gun violence, including mass shootings, accidental shootings, police 

shootings, domestic and intimate partner violence, and suicide, through context-sensitive approaches;
• Promote and strengthen community engagement by implementing community-based violence 

intervention and prevention programs;
• Limit access to equipment that makes mass shootings deadlier;
• Preserve civil liberties and anti-discrimination protections;
• Implement safety checks for all gun buyers;
• Advance evidence-based gun violence prevention.

Any effective legislation that Congress introduces should include:
• Repeal of the “Dickey Amendment” to allow federal health agencies to conduct research into the causes, 

effects, and evidence-based prevention of gun violence in our communities,
• Universal background checks on every gun purchase,
• A ban on all high-capacity weapons and ammunition magazines, and
• Reinstate the assault weapons ban.

Start up a relationship with your member of Congress and let them know that you are in this for the long haul.
Contact your member of Congress by calling (202) 224-3121. Email. Write letters. Write a letter to the editor. And 
most importantly, visit your local offices. 
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Sample Call Script:
I am (name) and I live in ( city/
state). We need to confront 
America’s gun violence epidemic 
and enact policies that reduce 
death and injury from gunfire. 
I believe that Congress has a 
moral obligation to act, and 
can pass common sense, 
responsible legislation. At the 
very least, we need:
• Repeal of the “Dickey 

Amendment” to allow federal 
health agencies to conduct 
research into the causes, 
effects, and evidence-based 
prevention of gun violence in 
our communities,

• Universal background 
checks on every gun 
purchase,

• A ban on all high-capacity 
weapons and ammunition 
magazines, and

• Reinstate the assault 
weapons ban.

Sample Letter to the Editor:
I just returned from D.C. where I was one of the hundreds of thousands of 
people asking Congress to immediately enact comprehensive gun violence 
prevention legislation. Our children demand that our government, school 
systems and the adults in their lives take gun violence seriously, and take 
steps to face the root causes of violence in our society. As a Quaker, I sup-
port our youth in their vision of a world without a ubiquitous background of 
violence, and a world where people learn how to express feelings of anger 
and pain constructively. We have been numb to this need for too long. An 
issue this important should not be polarizing and it should not be post-
poned. We should look towards peace through compromise and engage-
ment. This is an issue for us to unite around in protection of the kids and 
people we love. Right now we can and must pass three pieces of legisla-
tion that will make a difference for Americans.

• Repeal of the “Dickey Amendment” to allow federal health agencies to 
conduct research into the causes, effects, and evidence-based preven-
tion of gun violence in our communities,

• Universal background checks on every gun purchase,
• A ban on all high-capacity weapons and ammunition magazines, and
• Reinstate the assault weapons ban

We hold the belief that establishing lasting safety is more important than 
solely ensuring physical defense. The idea of bringing guns into schools to 
protect from shooters- who often are students themselves- is a violence 
that is just as scary as the threat it’s reacting to. Our schools are not war 
zones.
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