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Frequently Asked Questions
FAQ » PEACE IN AFGHANISTAN

Q: Even if we remove combat troops, shouldn’t we maintain a small  
contingent and/or continue drone strikes for counterterrorism purposes?

The objective should be to abandon a failed strategy, not to simply continue it 
on a smaller and even less transparent scale. Evidence is clear that U.S. military 
operations—including not just traditional combat troops, but also targeted 
strikes and partnerships with abusive militias—only fuel recruitment for terror 
groups and help them grow.1 

Ending militarized counterterrorism practices in Afghanistan would not only 
remove a continuing source of grievances, but also a high-profile target of 
opportunity. Instead, ramped-up bilateral and multilateral diplomacy paired 
with effective development assistance would address some of the root causes 
of violence and strengthen systems for peaceful conflict prevention and 
resolution.2 Americans and Afghans alike would be much safer with such a shift  
in approach.

Q: What will happen to women and girls in Afghanistan after we leave?

Although U.S. diplomacy and assistance have helped women achieve important 
gains in Afghanistan, U.S. bombs and violence have not. In fact, the ongoing 
war creates rampant insecurity, making Afghanistan one of the worst countries 
in the world to be a woman.3

As a leading Afghan woman peacebuilder wrote

“We have been fighting for our rights long before the American military 
arrived and will continue long after it has withdrawn. We kept struggling 
and educating our young ones in underground schools before America came 
to help us, and we kept our struggle going when American money went to 
empower warlords who were more interested in personal enrichment than 
advancing peace. Afghan women have sacrificed greatly for a war they 
never asked for.”4

Indeed, evidence demonstrates that Afghans want to see continued advances in 
women’s rights.5 This is something that simply cannot be secured by external 
actors. The best way for women in Afghanistan to be protected is for them to 
have a seat at the table and to be meaningfully included in a political solution. 
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The best thing the United States can do to help Afghan women is to use our 
diplomatic, development, and peacebuilding tools to support them in ending 
the violence and determining their own future.

Q: What if terror groups or the Taliban take over after we leave? What if 
there’s a civil war?

The reality is that—even after nearly two decades of U.S. military engagement 
(which has included a troop presence as high as 100,000)—the Taliban still 
controls or contests more territory than at any point since 2001, a violent 
insurgency rages on, and the challenge of terrorism has only proliferated.6

Quite simply, all evidence tells us that U.S. military force cannot protect against 
an Afghan civil war or the growth of armed terror groups. Staying in militarily 
seems only to make those problems worse.

There very well may be an uptick in violence after U.S. troop withdrawal. But 
keeping troops in cannot force the parties to reach a political solution and may 
even make it easier for them to avoid serious negotiations. Only through an 
inclusive and verifiable peace agreement can the violence truly be reduced, and 
only by addressing root causes like poverty and corruption can Afghanistan 
achieve stability and successfully confront the challenges of terrorism  
and insurgency.

Q: What if there is a new terror attack against the United States? Won’t 
those who supported a withdrawal from Afghanistan be blamed for it?

Regardless of the status of U.S. troops in Afghanistan, it is almost certain that 
supporters of military aggression and occupation will exploit any violence 
inspired or facilitated by transnational terror groups to blame those who 
advocate peaceful, diplomatic solutions. But the U.S. occupation of Afghanistan 
has not made Americans safer; in fact, it has only contributed to the dispersion 
and growth of terror groups. 

However, the challenge of terrorism does not pose an existential threat to the 
U.S. homeland and should not be over-inflated to score political points. The 
reality is that about half of all victims of international terror are Afghans.7 It is 
also important to remember that there is no evidence to suggest that the attacks 
of 9/11 could have been prevented by an occupation of Afghanistan. 

After all, 15 of the 19 hijackers were citizens of Saudi Arabia and none were 
Afghans.8 And although the Taliban allowed al-Qaeda to operate within its 
controlled territory, most of the planning for the attack took place in Germany 
and Spain.9
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For more information, please contact Heather Brandon-Smith, 
legislative director on Militarism and Human Rights at HBrandon-Smith@fcnl.org.
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