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Lopez Island Friends (Quaker) Meeting on Lopez Island, Washington, supports the
Truth and Healing Commission on Indian Boarding School Policies Act (S.761, H.R.
7325).

Over four years ago, Lopez Island Friends Meeting created an Indigenous Rights Action
Committee (IRAC) out of our growing concern for the injustices done to Indigenous
peoples throughout the San Juan Islands and the entire state of Washington. Through
study and developing relationships with Coast Salish peoples (particularly the Samish,
Swinomish, and Lummi peoples) we’ve learned of the harm done to them and to Native
Americans across the country by Indian Boarding Schools, which were funded by the
federal government and in many cases run by religious denominations, including
Quakers. We've heard how the trauma caused by attending these schools has impacted
not only those who attended them, but their families, their descendants, and their
cultures.

Operating from 1869 through the 1960s, these boarding schools removed Native
American children from their homes and communities — often violently and against their
will - and subjected them to forced assimilation practices, including shaming and
punishing them for speaking their language and engaging in any of their cultural or
religious practices. Existing evidence indicates that many died from this treatment
and/or from disease and neglect. Moreover, the lasting cultural trauma from not being
able to teach their languages and traditional practices over multiple generations has
been devastating. We see this as a grave moral wrong committed by the American
government and American faith communities, including Quakers.

The bill (S.761, H.R. 7325) will establish a Truth and Healing Commission whose
purpose is to assess the historical trauma and continuing impacts of Native American
Boarding Schools on Indigenous peoples and propose actions to address those
impacts. We see this Commission as an important step to begin to address the wrongs
done to the original inhabitants of this country and to work toward truth, justice, and
healing. Lopez Island Friends Meeting is united in support of S.761, H.R. 7325.
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