As faith communities across the United States, we write to urge you to put pressure on the
administration to pursue a diplomatic, negotiated follow-on agreement to the New Strategic
Arms Reduction Treaty (New START) before it expires on February 5, 2026. Our diverse
traditions differ in creed and practice, yet we are united in a shared moral conviction: the
sanctity of human life requires that our nation take urgent steps to prevent a new nuclear arms
race.

New START, which entered into force in 2011, is the last remaining treaty limiting the world’s
two largest nuclear arsenals. It caps the number of deployed long-range nuclear weapons that
the United States and Russia may possess and provides for inspections and data exchanges that
allow each nation to verify the other’s compliance. These limits and verification measures
reduce the risks of miscalculation, escalation, and catastrophic war. For more than a decade,
New START has anchored global stability and demonstrated that diplomacy can succeed even in
times of tension.

If New START expires without a replacement, the United States and Russia would be
free—within months—to expand their arsenals without any limits or transparency. Such a
vacuum would heighten mistrust, increase the likelihood of dangerous misunderstandings, and
invite a costly and destabilizing arms race. From a moral standpoint, this is unacceptable. Our
faiths teach us to prevent needless suffering, steward resources wisely, seek peace over
violence, and protect future generations from avoidable harm.

Across many faiths—including Christian, Jewish, Muslim, Buddhist, Hindu, Sikh, Indigenous,
and Humanist traditions—moral teachings converge on a shared conviction: nuclear weapons
violate the dignity of life, the integrity of creation, and the foundations of peace. From churches
and Quaker meetings, synagogues to mosques, gurdwaras to temples, sanghas to Indigenous
councils, communities of faith affirm that humanity is capable not only of inflicting apocalyptic
harm but also of choosing cooperation, justice, and peace.

Arms control is therefore not an end in itself but a necessary step toward a world where nuclear
weapons no longer threaten humanity or creation. A world free from nuclear weapons is not
merely a political aspiration—it is a moral imperative rooted in our deepest spiritual
commitments and in our shared responsibility to safeguard life, protect creation, and build a
future grounded in justice and peace.

We are deeply concerned that, absent congressional leadership, the world is drifting toward a
moment of avoidable peril. Nuclear weapons—whose destructive power threatens all life on
Earth—cannot be treated as ordinary instruments of national competition. Their use, whether
intentional or accidental, would inflict indiscriminate and irreversible devastation. The mere
pursuit of arms racing diverts public resources from urgent human needs, undermines global
cooperation, and corrodes the trust essential for lasting peace.



We therefore call on Congress to:

1. Publicly affirm the continued value of arms control, including limits and verification
measures on U.S. and Russian nuclear arsenals.

2. Encourage the Administration to begin immediate negotiations on a New START
follow-on agreement that maintains or strengthens existing limits.

3. Support diplomatic engagement with Russia and other nuclear-armed states to
reduce nuclear risks and build pathways toward a safer world.

At this critical moment, we ask Congress to act with moral clarity. The decisions made in the
coming months will shape whether future generations inherit a world marked by escalating
nuclear danger—or one guided by courage, restraint, and a commitment to peace.
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