RFM Minute about 3/27/2025 Arrests in Westminster Friends Meeting House

The recent police raid on the Westminster Quaker Meeting House has strongly shaken the U.K. and the
wider Quaker community.

On March 27, more than 20 uniformed police, some equipped with tasers, forced their way into the
Westminster Meeting House. They reportedly broke open the front door without warning and searched the
whole building, arresting six women attending a welcome meeting for the nonviolent protest group Youth
Demand in a room its organizers had rented. Reportedly, an art class and psychotherapy session were
also disrupted.

Roanoke Friends Meeting believes the right to protest is part of the freedom of religion. The building in
which Quakers meet serve as places of sanctuary for Quakers and other groups using the space.

It is a basic democratic principle that people should be able to meet to exchange ideas about how to
challenge present day injustices.

Carrying a weapon, especially on Quaker premises, is anathema to Quakerism. Bashing in a door without
ringing the bell to handcuff young people talking about addressing injustice violates the foundational
beliefs of Quakerism.

The police need to be investigated and held accountable for these violations of law.

Fortunately this kind of oppression historically and currently has not worked. When early Quakers were
persecuted, their numbers multiplied. In recent days, many more people than usual have been at Quaker
Meeting with many making meaningful solidarity visits. On April 3, 400 people gathered in silence outside
the London police headquarters. And Youth Demand has become well known in Britain and
internationally, with many more signing up to their cause. Trying to suppress nonviolence with violence, as
usual, has backfired.

New laws criminalizing forms of protest and allowing police disruption need to be repealed.

The invasion of the Westminster Meeting and arrest of a group of six who were meeting to discuss their
concerns about the climate and the treatment of the people in Gaza is evidence that the draconian
measures we are seeing here in the United States are also happening in other places around the world.

To shut down non-violent protest leads to the fermentation of violence in the future. In countries operating
as a nation of laws, when we see an unjust action or law we protest. And we use the power of our vote.

There is abundant evidence that authoritarianism is on the rise all over the world. This highly
concentrated and centralized system of government power maintained by political repression and the
exclusion of others by armed force will lead to much unnecessary suffering and loss of civil rights.
Roanoke Friends Meeting is among the many people protesting authoritarianism here and abroad.
Unfortunately, in times such as the present, protesters must be willing to pay the price for merely
expressing dissent.

Peaceful discussion cannot become illegal.

Roanoke Friends Meeting encourages those who do not yet see what is happening to open to the
evidence of cruelty and injustice that is in plain sight. Together, let us think, and pray about what a loving
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Jesus-God-Spirit would have each of us do in response to current events such as the arrest - in a place of
worship - of citizens merely discussing their concerns.

Roanoke Friends Meeting stands in solidarity with the 6 women arrested in Westminster Meeting House.
We grieve the violation of the sanctity of Westminster Meeting House and hold this Quaker community in
the Light of love and healing as it navigates this shocking event.



