Minute of Concern Regarding Humanitarian Emergency in Gaza
Approved by Providence Friends Meeting July 6, 2025

On October 7, 2023, Hamas, a terrorist organization that became the de facto
governing authority of Gaza by force in 2007, attacked Israel, killed over 1,300
Israelis, and took 251 civilian hostages into Gaza. The subsequent Israeli military
attack on Gaza has killed tens of thousands of Palestinians. It had displaced
more than one million Palestinians in Gaza and destroyed thousands of homes.
These numbers continue to rise.

Since then, the Israeli government has also laid siege to Gaza by blocking
access to water, food, fuel, electricity, and medicine in an act of collective
punishment. Hunger and thirst are killing people, and thousands are injured.
Medicine is running out, hospitals lack power, and overwhelmed medical facilities
cannot help those in need. The current population of Gaza is 2.1 million, 47% of
whom are children under the age of 18. At the time of this minute’s drafting, one
hundred percent of Palestinians living in Gaza are at risk of famine. People are
dying as this preventable humanitarian crisis deepens.

In addition, the sphere of Israel’s military activity has widened to include
Lebanon, Syria, and Iran. The situation in the Middle East grows less stable
every day.

As Quakers we believe in the sacred worth of each person and stand against
violence in all its forms. We are deeply concerned about the suffering, death, and
destruction that this conflict is causing.

We call on our leaders to recognize that we are complicit in the devastation of
Gaza. Our nation provides billions in military and economic aid to Israel as well
as moral cover for its actions on the international stage. We also urge our
government to understand that our complicity entails enormous leverage to effect
change. The assistance which the U.S. provides to Israel should not be beyond
question. We implore the U.S. government to use all of its leverage to end the
brutality, enable access to humanitarian aid, and start the process of building a
lasting peace.

Specifically, we call on the U.S. Government to:
» Immediately stop providing weapons and other kinds of military support to
all warring parties.
« Demand that Israel and Hamas accept a ceasefire in which all Israeli and
foreign hostages in Gaza, and the many thousands of incarcerated and
captured Palestinians in Israel, are released and exchanged.



« Publicly insist that Israel and Hamas meet its responsibility to ensure
adequate access to food, water, medical care, and education. End the
blockade.

» Reject militarized aid. Humanitarian organizations must be allowed to
operate with full access and independence.

« Advance the position that lasting peace and security for the people of Israel
can never be achieved through force.

« Strengthen and enlist the support of the world’s peace keeping
organizations.

The root causes of this conflict are violence and displacement, including towards
Jewish people. In the current iteration of this historical violence, five million
Palestinians live under Israeli military rule as stateless people, with little to no say
in their own governance, and no country to claim them. The Israeli government
has displaced Palestinians from their lands and homes and denied them equal
rights. Fifty-seven years of Israel’s military occupation of Palestinian territories,
16 years of a crushing blockade of Gaza, and the rapid expansion of illegal
Israeli settlements in the West Bank are elements that have laid the foundation
for the current conflict. It is time to give our genuine and unequivocal support to
efforts based in international law to bring justice, equality, and security to all
people in Israel and Palestine.

Our Quaker faith obligates us to work for peace, feed the hungry, care for the
sick and wounded, and protect the most vulnerable from violence. These
obligations are shared by many of the world’s faiths. We call on our leaders and
the leaders of all countries to show the way to their fulfillment.
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