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Action Sheet: March 2022
We seek a world free of war and the threat of war
The past month has been one of the deadliest periods in the war on Yemen. We have seen a sharp
increase in violence, from the Saudi coalition strike on a telecommunications center in Sana’a, to
Houthi drone attacks on the Saudi airport. Meanwhile, the United States has responded by
sending fighter jets to the United Arab Emirates and threatening to redesignate the Houthis as a
terrorist organization—a move that would jeopardize humanitarian aid to Yemeni civilians.
As peace advocates, we know that war brings nothing but devastation. And from Yemen to
Afghanistan to Ukraine, innocent children and civilians will pay the price.
But we also know that there are members of Congress
preparing to push for an end to U.S. support for the war
on Yemen. Last month, two members of Congress
published an op-ed on their plans to introduce a Yemen
War Powers Resolution. As a privileged resolution, this
bill would need to come to a vote within 15 days after
introduction.

Lobby Congress
to introduce and
support a Yemen
War Powers
Resolution.

But this legislation will go nowhere unless members of
Congress know that constituents are paying attention to the war in Yemen. Congress must end
U.S. complicity in this war by passing a Yemen War Powers Resolution by March 26, exactly 7
years after the war in Yemen began.
Yemen might be far from our own homes, but when we see the faces of Yemeni children, we know
their lives are no less precious than the children in our own families and communities. Congress
must take immediate action to end the violence being committed in our name.

Get the Facts: Ending U.S. Involvement in the War in Yemen
The Saudi-led war in Yemen has created the worst humanitarian crisis in the world. Roughly
16.2 million people in Yemen are at risk of famine, and 2.3 million children under age five are
acutely malnourished. A report from the United Nations in November 2021 found that by the end
of 2021, the conflict in Yemen will have contributed to the deaths of over 377,000 people, nearly
60% of which are related to indirect causes such as lack of food, water, and healthcare.
Nearly seven years of U.S. complicity in Saudi bombings and the blockade of Yemen has made
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peace more elusive and exacerbated the humanitarian crisis. Responding to growing public
pressure, President Joe Biden announced in February 2021 that the United States ended its support
for the coalition’s offensive operations in Yemen—but important aspects of U.S. complicity
remain. This includes maintenance and intelligence sharing for warplanes conducting airstrikes
and enforcing the blockade.
The only way to end U.S. complicity in this war and blockade is for Congress to act. Congressional
action to end U.S. support for the Saudi-led war will also be another step toward Congress
reasserting its authority over when and where our country goes to war.
The War Powers Resolution
Congress passed the War Powers Act in 1973 after the Vietnam war. This was meant to restrict the
president’s power to engage the United States in armed conflict without congressional consent,
after years of unauthorized wars. This act stipulates that the president can only introduce U.S.
armed forces into hostilities if Congress has passed a declaration of war, a statutory authorization
such as an Authorization for the Use of Military Force, or during a national emergency as a result
of an attack on the United States or its armed forces. The War Powers Resolution also includes an
expedited mechanism to force votes to end U.S. participation in hostilities conducted without
congressional authorization, and stipulates that the president must terminate them within 60 days.
Congressional Passage of the Yemen War Powers Resolution in 2019
Congress made history in 2019 by passing a War Powers Resolution through both chambers for
the very first time since the War Powers Act was enacted in 1973. The resolution called for the
withdrawal of U.S. armed forces from hostilities in Yemen that had not been authorized by
Congress. Unfortunately, President Donald Trump vetoed the resolution and continued to support
the Saudi-led war in Yemen.
Bipartisan Support Exists
In addition to Congress passing a War Powers Resolution in 2019, the House has also passed
amendments to the 2020, 2021, and 2022 National Defense Authorization Acts to end support for
the Saudi-led coalition. All of these votes have had bipartisan support. In December 2021, a
bipartisan group of senators led by Sens. Rand Paul (KY), Mike Lee (UT) and Bernie Sanders (VT)
supported a resolution to block the sale of $650 million in air-to-air missiles to Saudi Arabia. The
Joint Resolution of Disapproval received the support of a majority of Senate Democrats, including
Majority Leader Chuck Schumer (NY). These congressional provisions demonstrate that there is
bipartisan will in Congress to terminate U.S. complicity in the war and humanitarian crisis.

» Take Action
Lobby Congress to introduce and publicly support passage of a Yemen War Powers
Resolution by March 26. In March:
•

Invite one new person to join your team’s lobby visits this month.

•

Encourage members of your community to make phone calls to Congress,
asking for an end to U.S. complicity in the Yemen war using this link.

