Bear Creek Friends (Quaker) Meeting supports the Wet'suwet'en Peoples
Posted on January 26, 2020

Bear Creek Friends (Quaker) meetinghouse is in the Iowa countryside. Many members have
been involved in agriculture and care about protecting Mother Earth. A number of Friends have
various relationships with Indigenous peoples. Some Friends have worked to protect water and to
stop the construction of fossil fuel pipelines in the United States, such as the Keystone XL and
Dakota Access pipelines.
We are concerned about the tensions involving the Wet’suwet’en Peoples, who are working to
protect their water and lands in British Columbia. Most recently they are working to prevent the
construction of several pipelines through their territory. Such construction would do severe
damage to the land, water, and living beings.
Bear Creek Friends Meeting, of Iowa Yearly Meeting (Conservative) approved sending the
following letter to British Columbia Premier, John Horgan.
John Horgan.
PO BOX 9041 STN PROV GOVT
VICTORIA, BC V8W 9E1.
Email premier@gov.bc.ca
John Horgan,
We’re concerned that you are not honoring the tribal rights and unceded Wet’suwet’en territories
and are threatening a raid instead. We ask you to de-escalate the militarized police presence,
meet with the Wet’suwet’en Hereditary Chiefs, and hear their demands:
That the province cease construction of the Coastal Gaslink Pipeline project and suspend
permits.
That the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) and tribal
rights to free, prior and informed consent (FPIC) are respected by the state and RCMP.
That the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) and associated security and policing services
be withdrawn from Wet’suwet’en lands, in agreement with the most recent letter provided by the
United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination’s (CERD) request.
That the provincial and federal government, RCMP and private industry employed by Coastal
GasLink (CGL) respect Wet’suwet’en laws and governance system, and refrain from using any
force to access tribal lands or remove people.
Bear Creek Monthly Meeting of Friends (Quakers)
19186 Bear Creek Road, Earlham, Iowa, 50072

#wetsuwetenstrong #landback

