June 8, 2017
Dear Senator,
We, the undersigned organizations, write to urge you to block the recently-notified direct
commercial sale of $510 million worth of precision-guided munitions to the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, by co-sponsoring and voting for the bipartisan resolution of disapproval introduced in the
Senate (S.J.Res.42). Congress must send a clear signal to the administration that US support for
the Saudi-led coalition’s intervention in Yemen is not unconditional and that the conduct of our
foreign affairs is a moral, and not merely a transactional, endeavor. Moving forward with this
sale will exacerbate the already dire humanitarian crisis in Yemen, which has left more than 7
million civilians on the brink of famine, at least 8,000 thousand dead and 44,000 injured from
conflict, nearly 20 million people facing extreme hunger, and 19 of the country’s 21
governorates country facing an unprecedented cholera epidemic that is spiraling out of control. i
This planned sale reverses the previous administration’s decision to withhold munitions sales to
Saudi Arabia due to grave concerns about the use of US-sold weapons in coalition airstrikes.ii
Despite increased US support in the form of training and smarter weaponry to lessen civilian
casualties, it has become clear that several unaddressed flaws in Saudi Arabia’s targeting
process, not the precision of the munition or targeting skill, are the principal cause of harm to
civilians and civilian objects from airstrikes.iii According to analysis released by the American
Bar Association, resuming unconditional sales of these weapons to Saudi Arabia violates the
Arms Export Control Act and the Foreign Assistance Act. iv
The United Nations v and numerous human rights organizations vi have documented continued
violations of the laws of armed conflict and human rights by all parties to the conflict, including
the Saudi-led coalition. Coalition airstrikes have struck hospitals and schools, as well as
sanitation systems, bridges, and Yemen’s vital Hodeidah port – the main entry point for food,
medicine and humanitarian aid for the majority of Yemenis. vii These airstrikes,viii have played a
substantial role in triggering the largest humanitarian crisis in the world.ix Selling more
precision-guided weapons will enable Saudi Arabia to continue destroying critical infrastructure
and will sustain its seemingly indefinite military campaign. The price will ultimately be paid in
Yemeni lives.
At a time when the president appears to have solidified a transactional approach to foreign
affairs, it is incumbent upon Congress to ensure that moral concerns, particularly America’s
commitment to defending human rights, remain a cornerstone of US foreign policy. Allowing the
sale to move forward would signal that Saudi Arabia will not face even modest, reversible
consequences for committing human rights violations and ignoring US diplomatic entreaties in
Yemen. We strongly urge you to use your authority to block this unconditional weapons sale to
Saudi Arabia.
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