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Summary 
 
As religious leaders in the United States, we firmly oppose the administration’s multi-billion 
dollar plan to rebuild the nation’s nuclear weapons capabilities through the Department of 
Energy’s Complex Transformation proposal. 
 
The administration's plans to rebuild the U.S. nuclear weapons production capacity is dangerous 
and expensive, and could reignite an arms race, encourage proliferation, and reduce national 
security. We believe that to restart U.S. nuclear warhead production and possibly build new 
weapons as called for by the Energy Department's preferred plan, will risk the lives of the entire 
human family. 
 
We urge our political leaders to follow instead the course outlined by statesmen George Shultz, 
William Perry, Henry Kissinger, and Sam Nunn by taking immediate and deliberate steps toward 
multilateral nuclear disarmament. Many of these steps would directly involve the Energy 
Department and the future of the weapons complex including: increasing nonproliferation 
efforts, accelerating weapon dismantlement, and extending key arms control treaties.1 To this 
list, we would add pursuing alternative missions for the national nuclear laboratories. This path, 
away from nuclear weapons, will make us safer and is consistent with our moral values.  
 
Along with these steps, we call on our political leaders to show the moral and political courage 
necessary to bring about a shift in our nation’s nuclear weapons posture. Today we have a 
historic opportunity to begin the journey out from under the shadow of nuclear weapons. We 
hope and pray that all Americans will take advantage of this moment and join us as we work 
toward the total elimination of these weapons of mass destruction. 
 
In line with these beliefs, we propose a No Production Alternative to Complex Transformation. 
This would include the following steps: 
 

• Place a moratorium on new warhead designs. 
• Do not expand plutonium pit production capacity. 
• Consolidate and downsize the Nuclear Weapons Complex. 
• Continue the nuclear testing moratorium. 

 
Our joint public comments on the Energy Department's Complex Transformation proposal are 
divided into two main sections. In the first section, we address the Energy Department's 
preferred alternative for Complex Transformation. In the second, we set forth our proposed No 
Production Alternative for Complex Transformation. 

                                                 
1 Henry Kissinger, et al.,  "Toward a Nuclear-Free World," Wall Street Journal, January 15, 2008, p. A13,  
http://online.wsj.com/public/article_print/SB120036422673589947.html 
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Energy Department's Preferred Alternative 
 

The Department of Energy's (DOE) stated goal is "to make the Nuclear Weapons Complex 
smaller, and more responsive, efficient, and secure."2 We endorse all of these stated priorities, 
except for a more "responsive" Complex, which we firmly reject.   
 
"Responsiveness is the ability to quickly react to new developments and threats and 
successfully execute SSP [Stockpile Stewardship Program] requirements…Lack of 
responsiveness is evidenced by...the lack of a sufficient pit production capability."3 Or in plain 
terms, a responsive Complex means having the ability to quickly produce new warheads and 
warhead components. 
 
The United States has no need for new nuclear weapons production now or in the foreseeable 
future, either to replace existing warhead types or to build warheads designed for new 
missions. New infrastructure to support the production up to 80 warheads per year, as 
proposed by the Energy Department is wasteful, unneeded, and dangerous. 
 
U.S. nuclear arsenal is "safe and reliable," and has been certified by the President as such since 
1996. In the annual stockpile assessment, submitted by the President and by the Secretaries of 
Defense and Energy to Congress, the U.S. stockpile has been certified as safe and reliable every 
year for over a decade. This process was initiated by the Clinton administration in 1995-1996 
and was codified in Sec. 3141 of the defense authorization bill for fiscal year 2003. 
 
The stockpile’s warheads are "reliable," based on pit lifetimes, well into the foreseeable future. 
The DOE’s pre-2007 argument that warheads would soon be unreliable due to the aging of their 
plutonium pits has turned out to be inaccurate. The November 2006 JASON study determined 
that “most plutonium pit types have credible lifetimes of at least 100 years. Other pit types 
have mitigation strategies either proposed or being implemented.”4 
 
The administration has argued that new warheads with new missions may be required to 
address what they have termed "emerging threats." In the Energy Department's words, 
"[e]merging threats could call for new or modified warhead development or for providing 
additional warheads for force augmentation."5  
 
New nuclear weapons for "emerging threats" and new missions are unnecessary and costly, and 
would undermine international nonproliferation efforts. As long-time U.S government science 
advisor Dr. Sidney Drell and Ambassador James Goodby conclude, "We find no need for 
designing new nuclear weapons against potential new threats."6 
 

                                                 
2 U.S. Department of Energy, Draft Complex Transformation SPEIS - Summary, December 2007,  
http://www.fcnl.org/pdfs/nuclear/SPEIS_Summary.pdf, section S.1 
3 Ibid., section S.2.1  
4 U.S. Department of Energy, Letter to Sen. John Warner, November 28, 2006, 
http://www.fcnl.org/pdfs/nuclear/JASON_ReportPuAging.pdf 
5 National Nuclear Security Administration, Responsive Infrastructure, November 2006, 
http://www.fcnl.org/pdfs/nuclear/Responsive_Infrastructure.pdf 
6 Sidney D. Drell and James E. Goodby, What Are Nuclear Weapons For? (Washington, DC: Arms Control 
Association, 2007), p. V http://www.armscontrol.org/pdf/USNW_2005_Drell-Goodby.pdf 
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No Production Alternative 
 

We believe the Nuclear Weapons Complex should be aligned with the global security realities of 
the 21st century and U.S. treaty obligations. To achieve these goals, we propose a No 
Production Alternative to Complex Transformation, consisting of four components: 
 

• Place a moratorium on new warhead designs. 
• Do not expand plutonium pit production capacity. 
• Consolidate and downsize the Nuclear Weapons Complex. 
• Continue the nuclear testing moratorium. 

 
Place a moratorium on new warhead designs. No new warhead designs are needed now 
or in the foreseeable future. New nuclear weapons for new missions are unneeded and costly, 
and undermine international nonproliferation efforts.  
 
Do not expand plutonium pit production capacity. As noted above, there is no need to 
expand the plutonium pit production capacity of the Complex. The DOE preferred alternative of 
increasing capacity to up to 80 pits per year at Los Alamos National Laboratory should not be 
approved. DOE should limit its pit production capacity to its current facilities, which are 
sufficient to replace the pits destroyed by the Life Extension Program's destructive surveillance 
activities. 
 
Consolidate and downsize the Nuclear Weapons Complex. We agree with DOE on the 
need to consolidate and downsize the Complex. Nuclear material scattered across the Complex 
should be consolidated to mitigate the risks associated with these materials and to reduce the 
Complex footprint. In addition, unneeded facilities should be closed and cleaned up. 
 
Continue the nuclear testing moratorium. In the interest of national security and 
nonproliferation, the Energy Department should continue the nuclear testing moratorium. 
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National Religious Organizations 
 
Rev. Stan Hastey, Minister for Mission and Ecumenism 
Alliance of Baptists 
1328 16th Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC  20036 
 
Rev. Dwight M. Lundgren, Reconciliation Ministries, National Ministries 
American Baptist Churches USA 
P.O. Box 851 
Valley Forge, PA  19482 
 
Evelyn Hanneman, Operations Coordinator 
Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America 
4800 Wedgewood Drive 
Charlotte, NC  28210 
 
Phil Jones, Director 
Church of the Brethren Witness/Washington Office 
337 North Carolina Avenue, S.E. 
Washington, DC  20003 
 
Rev. Barbara Green, Executive Director 
Churches' Center for Theology and Public Policy 
4500 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC  20016 
 
T. Michael McNulty, SJ, Justice and Peace Director 
Conference of Major Superiors of Men 
8808 Cameron Street  
Silver Spring, MD  20910 
 
Rev. Dr. Ken Brooker Langston, Director 
Disciples Justice Action Network (Disciples of Christ) 
1040 Harbor Drive 
Annapolis, MD  21403 
 
Maureen Shea, Director, Office of Government Relations 
Episcopal Church 
110 Maryland Avenue, N.E. #309 
Washington, DC  20002 
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Mary Minette, Director of Environmental Education and Advocacy 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
122 C Street, N.W., Suite 125 
Washington, DC  20001 
 
Joe Volk, Executive Secretary 
Friends Committee on National Legislation (Quakers) 
245 Second Street, N.E. 
Washington, DC  20002 
 
Patricia Anton, Coordinator for the Muslim-Christian Initiative 
Islamic Society of North America 
110 Maryland Avenue, N.E., Suite 304 
Washington, DC  20002 
 
Sr. Marie Lucey, OSF, Associate Director for Social Mission 
Leadership Conference of Women Religious 
8808 Cameron Street 
Silver Spring, MD  20910 
 
Marie Dennis, Director 
Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns 
P.O. Box 29132 
Washington, DC  20017 
 
Rachelle Lyndaker Schlabach, Director, Washington Office 
Mennonite Central Committee U.S. 
920 Pennsylvania Avenue, S.E. 
Washington, DC  20003   
 
Howard W. Hallman, Chair 
Methodists United for Peace with Justice 
1500 16th Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC  20036 
 
Wesley M. Pattillo, Senior Program Director for Justice, Advocacy, and Communication 
National Council of Churches USA 
475 Riverside Drive, Suite 880 
New York, NY  10115  
 
Jessica Wilbanks, Co-Coordinator 
National Religious Partnership on the Nuclear Weapons Danger 
Churches’ Center for Theology and Public Policy 
4500 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC  20016 
 

6 



Sr. Simone Campbell, SSS, Executive Director 
NETWORK: A National Catholic Social Justice Lobby 
25 E Street, N.W., Suite 200 
Washington, DC  20001 
 
Dave Robinson, Executive Director 
Pax Christi USA: National Catholic Peace Movement 
532 West Eighth Street 
Erie, PA  16502 
 
Rev. Dr. Paul Alexander, Co-Founder 
Pentecostals and Charismatics for Peace and Justice 
617 Ranch Lane 
Glendora, CA  91741 
 
Sara Pottschmidt Lisherness, Director, Compassion, Peace and Justice Ministry 
General Assembly Council 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
100 Witherspoon Street 
Louisville, KY  40202 
 
Rabbi David Saperstein, Director 
Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism 
2027 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC  20036 
 
Adam R. Taylor, Senior Political Director 
Duane Shank, Senior Policy Advisor 
Sojourners 
3333 14th Street, N.W., Suite 200 
Washington, DC  20010 
 
Rob Keithan, Director, Washington Office for Advocacy 
Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations 
1320 18th Street, N.W., Suite 300B 
Washington, DC  20036 
 
Sandra L. Sorenson, Justice and Witness Ministries 
United Church of Christ 
100 Maryland Avenue, N.E., Suite 330 
Washington, DC  20002 
 
James E. Winkler, General Secretary 
United Methodist Church, General Board of Church and Society 
100 Maryland Avenue, N.E. 
Washington, DC  20002 
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Rev. Amanda Hendler-Voss, Faith Communities Coordinator 
Women's Action for New Directions (WAND) 
691 Massachusetts Avenue  
Arlington, MA  02476 
 
 
State and Regional Religious Organizations (listed by state) 
 
Rev. Richard K. Heacock, Jr., Executive Director 
Alaska IMPACT 
3012 Riverview Drive 
Fairbanks, AK  99709 
 
Sister Maureen Campbell, Regional Leader 
Sisters of the Holy Faith 
12322 Paramount Boulevard 
Downey, CA  90242 
 
Rev. Richard Bunce, Chair 
Interfaith Communities United for Justice and Peace (ICUJP)  
P.O. Box 483 
Pasadena, CA  91102 
 
The Rev. Dr. Rick Schlosser, Executive Director 
California Council of Churches and California Church IMPACT 
4044 Pasadena Avenue 
Sacramento, CA  95821 
 
Rev. Dr. Diana Gibson, Co-Executive Director* 
Council of Churches of Santa Clara County 
1710 Moorpark Avenue 
San Jose, CA  95128 
 
Marion Irvine, OP, Promoter of Social Justice 
Dominican Sisters of San Rafael 
1520 Grand Avenue 
San Rafael, CA  94901 
 
Bette Gambonini, West Region Leadership Team for the Sisters of Charity, BVM 
Regional for the West Region 
1220 Tasman Drive, #303 
Sunnyvale, CA  94089 
 
The Rev. Dr. Stephen Sidorak, Executive Director 
Christian Conference of Connecticut 
60 Lorraine Street 
Hartford, CT  05401 
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The Rev. Willie Israel, Florida District Representative 
Moravian Church in America, Southern Province 
1525 State Road 434 West  
Longwood, FL  32750 
 
Martha R. Beach, District Executive Minister 
Atlantic Southeast District, Church of the Brethren 
P.O. Box 7 
Lorida, FL  33857 
 
Kent J. Siladi, Conference Minister 
Florida Conference, United Church of Christ 
924 North Magnolia Avenue, Suite 250 
Orlando, FL  32803 
 
Bishop Charles Leigh 
Apostolic Catholic Church 
7813 North Nebraska Avenue 
Tampa, FL  33604 
 
Bishop Edward R. Benoway 
Florida-Bahamas Synod ELCA 
3838 West Cypress Street 
Tampa, FL  33607 
 
Rev. Alan Beaver, Florida Conference, United Methodist Church 
Florida Council of Churches 
3838 West Cypress Street 
Tampa, FL  33607 
 
Rev. W. Harvey Jenkins, Synod of the South Atlantic Representative 
Florida Council of Churches 
3838 West Cypress Street 
Tampa, FL  33607 
 
The Rev. Russell L. Meyer, Executive Director 
Florida Council of Churches 
3838 West Cypress Street 
Tampa, FL  33607 
 
Rev. Berwyn Oltman, Church of the Brethren Representative 
Florida Council of Churches   
3838 West Cypress Street 
Tampa, FL  33607 
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Peggy Nolan, BVM, Vice President 
Sisters of Charity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
1100 Carmel Drive 
Dubuque, IA  52003 
 
Rev. Dr. Gary M. Wollersheim, Bishop 
Northern Illinois Synod, ELCA 
103 West State Street 
Rockford, IL  61101 
 
Thomas L. Garlitz, Director 
Peace and Social Justice Ministry, Catholic Diocese of Joliet in Illinois  
402 South Independence Boulevard 
Romeoville, IL  60446 
 
Sr. Sheila Kinsey, OSF, Leader of the Justice, Peace & Integrity of Creation Office 
Wheaton Franciscans 
26W171 Roosevelt Road 
Wheaton, IL  60187 
 
The Rev. Linda M. Kemp, Executive Director* 
Kansas Ecumenical Ministries 
3623 Southwest Avalon Lane 
Topeka, KS  66604 
 
Sr. Clare of Assisi Pierre, SSF, Vicar General  
Sisters of the Holy Family 
6901 Chef Menteur Highway 
New Orleans, LA  70126 
 
Rev. Jack Johnson, Executive Director 
Massachusetts Council of Churches 
14 Beacon Street, Suite 416 
Boston, MA  02108 
 
Nick Carter, President 
Andover Newton Theological School 
210 Herrick Road 
Newton, MA  02459 
 
The Rev. Jill Job Saxby, Executive Director 
Maine Council of Churches 
19 Pleasant Avenue 
Portland, ME  04103 
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Kathleen Nolan, OP, General Councilor  
Adrian Dominican Sisters 
1257 East Siena Heights Drive 
Adrian, MI  49221 
 
Joan Mumaw, IHM, Vice President 
Leadership Council of the Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
610 West Elm Avenue 
Monroe, MI 48162 
 
Sister Betty Kenny, OSF 
Franciscan Justice & Peace Network 
1001 14th Street N.W., Suite 100 
Rochester, MN  55901 
 
Rev. J. George Reed, Executive Director 
North Carolina Council of Churches 
1307 Glenwood Avenue, Suite 156 
Raleigh, NC  27605 
 
Marilyn Mecham, Executive 
Interchurch Ministries of Nebraska 
215 Centennial Mall, Suite 411 
Lincoln, NE  68508 
 
Sister Maureen Shaughnessy, General Superior 
Leadership of the Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth 
P.O. Box 476 
Convent Station, NJ  07961 
 
The Rev. Dr. Barbara E. Dua, Executive Director 
New Mexico Conference of Churches 
336 North Camino del Pueblo  
P.O. Box 606 
Bernalillo, NM  87004 
 
Mary Lu Bowen, Executive Director 
New York State Council of Churches 
18 Computer Drive West, Suite 107 
Albany, NY  12205 
 
Sister Alice Gerdeman, CDP, Coordinator 
Intercommunity Justice and Peace Center 
215 East 14th Street 
Cincinnati, OH  45202 
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S. Nancy Bramlage, SC 
The Leadership Council of the Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati 
5900 Delhi Road  
Mount Saint Joseph, OH  45051 
 
David Leslie, Executive Director 
Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon 
0245 Southwest Bancroft Street  
Portland, OR  97239 
 
Sister Mary Alma Vandervest, SC* 
Sisters of Charity of Seton Hill 
463 Mount Thor Road 
Greensburg, PA  15601 
 
Vivien Linkhauer, SC, Provincial Superior 
Sisters of Charity of Seton Hill, U.S. Province 
463 Mount Thor Road 
Greensburg, PA  15601 
 
The Rev. Gary L. Harke, Executive Director 
Pennsylvania Council of Churches 
900 South Arlington Avenue, Suite 100 
Harrisburg, PA  17109 
 
The Rev. Sandra L. Strauss, Director of Public Advocacy  
Pennsylvania Council of Churches 
900 South Arlington Avenue, Suite 100 
Harrisburg, PA  17109 
 
Bruce Birchard, General Secretary* 
Friends General Conference (Quakers) 
1216 Arch St #2B 
Philadelphia, PA  19107 
 
The Rev. Brenda Lynn Kneece, Executive Minister 
South Carolina Christian Action Council 
P.O. Drawer 3248 
Columbia, SC  29230 
 
Gary Nesdahl, Executive Director* 
Association of Christian Churches of South Dakota 
100 South Spring Avenue, Suite 106 
Sioux Falls, SD  57104 
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Bee Moorhead, Executive Director 
Texas Impact 
221 East 9th Street, Suite 403 
Austin, TX  78701 
 
Jonathan Barton, General Minister 
Virginia Council of Churches, Inc. 
1214 West Graham Road 
Richmond, VA  23220 
 
Andrea Nenzel, CSJP, Province Leader 
Sisters of Street Joseph of Peace 
P.O. Box 248 
Bellevue, WA  98009 
 
Tim Dewane, Director, Office of Global Justice & Peace  
School Sisters of Notre Dame  
13105 Watertown Plank Road  
Elm Grove, WI  53122 
 
Arlene Woelfel, SSSF, International Leadership Team  
School Sisters of Street Francis 
1501 South Layton Boulevard 
Milwaukee, WI  53215 
 
Florence Deacon OSF, Director 
Sisters of Street Francis of Assisi 
3221 South Lake Drive 
Street Francis, WI  53235 
 
Scott Anderson, Executive Director 
Wisconsin Council of Churches 
750 Windsor Street, Suite 301 
Sun Prairie, WI  53590 
 
Rev. Warren Murphy, Executive Director* 
Wyoming Conference of Churches 
P.O. Box 20812 
Cheyenne, WY  82003 
 
 
*These signatories have signed in a personal capacity and are not representing their 
organization in supporting this statement. 
 
This statement was submitted to the Energy Department on March 25, 2008.  It is being 
submitted again on April 30, 2008 with additional signatures. 


