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Quaker Peace Lobby Goes Green

By John McArdle
hen House Chief Administrative
Officer Dan Beard was charged
by Speaker Nancy Pelos (D-

ROLL CALL STAFF
Cadlif.) to “green the Capitol,” he said one
of hisfirst goals was to locate a “greening
pioneer” who could show Congress just
what was possible.

Hedidn’t haveto travel too far.

Just across Second Street Northeast from
the Hart Senate Office Building lies the re-
cently renovated offices of the Friends
Committee on National Legislation, the
Quaker group known as Washington, D.C’s
largest peace lobby. After arecent multimil-
lion-dollar overhaul, the FCNL has trans-
formeditsofficespaceintowhatit’snow call-
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ing Capitol Hill’s“first green building.” - i A > L o T ; . ; -
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Clockwise from aboveright: House Chief Administrative Officer Dan Beard (left) and FCNL spokesman Jim Cason examine the
structure’sgreen roof; FCNL Executive Secretary JoeVolk shows off thebuilding sexterior; and The Friends Committee on
National L egidation building in a pre-1950s photo when it was a corner store.
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On his second visit to the facility this
week, Beard, who is in the midst of
implementing Pel osi’snew Green the Capi-
tol Initiative, said atour of agreen building
can be “an eye-opening experience” for
those who may be skeptical about climate
change and global warming. And as he
works to achieve Pelosi’s goals of operat-
ing the House in a carbon-neutral environ-
ment by the end of the 110th Congress and
cutting the carbon footprint of the Housein
half in 10 years, Beard said having a mod-
el of sustainability just astone’sthrow from
the Capitol’sfront door will be an easy way
to show Members what the future could
hold.

Today the FCNL is hosting an open house
to show off its green digs, and more than 25
Members of Congress are expected to take a
tour of the facility, which was once two sep-
arate Civil War-erarow houses.

Eben Burnham-Snyder, spokesman for
Rep. Ed Markey (D-Mass)), said his bossis
one Member who plans to take a tour of the
Quaker’s building this evening.

“Everybody is redly supportive of the
Spesker’sinitiativetogreentheCapitol,” Burn-
ham-Snyder said. “If we'retelling peoplethey
need to green their own homes and businesses,
we should be greening the Hill first.”

Beard, who aso is expected to appear at
tonight’s event, said when hefirst visited the
fecility he immediately was impressed with
how the lobbying shop dedlt with the chal-
lengesof bringing ahistoric structure, withits
many preservation requirements, in linewith
thelatestinenvironmentally friendly practices
and technologies.
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FCNL Executive Secretary Joe Volk talks about the plumbing in the environmentally
friendly building.

The building has a vegetated roof that
helps control rain runoff, provides addi-
tional insulation and minimizes the facili-
ty’s contribution to rising urban tempera-
tures. It also has a geothermal heating and
cooling systemthat uses45 percent lessen-
ergy than a standard HVAC system. The
building al so makes extensive use of furni-
tureand carpeting madefromrecycled con-
tent and incorporates motion-sensing and
high-efficiency lighting.

But the obvious challenge for Beard, for
whom Pelos’s Green the Capitol Initietive
was one of hisfirst priorities after being ap-
pointed thispast spring, isto find away to ap-
ply thelessonsof theFCNL —andother green
buildings— onthemassivescal eof theHouse
complex.

The FCNL building has just under 10,000
squarefeet of space, whileintheHouse, Beard
isrespongble for some 6 million square feet.
The FCNL is home to about 40 employees,
the House has around 7,000.

Some greening programs translate more
easily than others through such orders of
magnitude.

For instance, the FCNL building is
equipped with shower fecilities for employ-
ees “because green buildings aren't just the
physical place, they are dso how people get
tothem, how peopleleavethem and how peo-
ple live and work in the buildings” said Joe
Volk, executive secretary of the FCNL. “And
if you want people to commute to work by
bike you've got to be able to shower and
change your clothes”

In Beard's Green the Capitol report, one
recommendation isto provide one gym lock-

er for every long-term bicycle parking space
and provide a least four showers in each
House building.

But evenif Beardfollowsthroughwith oth-
er options such as planting vegetation to cov-
er the acres of roof gpace on top of House of -
fices, the question remainswhether Members
would be ready to embrace such a change.

“I think dealing with behavior and accept-
ance is the biggest problem that we have in
terms of dealing with greening the Capitol,”
Beard said. “ It severything from getting peo-
ple out of the car and taking mass trangit to
work orridingabike... tooperatingtheir com-
puter in a different way and turning it off, to
the kind of paper we use and ultimately the
HVAC system we have and how you main-
tainit”

“I think one of the deterrentsto people get-
ting into green work hasbeenthe myth that if
you do it it'sgoing to be experimental, if you
doitit'sgoing to be ugly and uncomfortable,
if you doit it'sgoing to cause you to give up
thingsthat makeyour lifegood,” Volk said. “I
think coming to thisbuilding can show you if
you do it it's beautiful, if you do it it's com-
fortableandit canactualy improveyour qual-
ity of life”

“And instead of costing you money it can
save you money,” Beard added.

While the Quaker lobby spent a
little more than $6 million on its overhaul &f-
fort, nofinal pricetaghasbeen set ontheGreen
the Capitol Initiative, dthoughtheHousever-
sion of the legidative branch appropriations
bill currently includes $3.9 million in new
fundingfor theeffort and redirected other dol-
larssoofficia scanstudy waystocreateamore
environmentally friendly House.

But Beard has asserted throughout the de-
velopment of hisGreenthe Capitol report that
investments now in energy-saving technolo-
gies will lead to cost savings in the not-too-
distant future. Volk said his group expectsto
recoup their $6 million investment within the
next five years, while Beard has said the cost
of energy-saving technologies by the House
could berepaid in aslittle asfour years.

GOP leaders on Congressional admin-
istrative issues have in general supported
the Green the Capitol Initiative but have
preached caution on some points of
Beard's plan, including some of the up-
front costs and the possibility that the
House soon could be purchasing carbon
offset credits in the domestic market.
Some Republicans have equated the pur-
chase of offset creditswith “buying indul -
gences on an unregulated market.”
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