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109th Congress: Teachable Moments

Sometimes it seems like nobody is listening. Some-
times Congress sets its own agenda, with its ears
trained to corporate supporters or political factions,
and no amount of patient lobbying and good com-
mon sense seems to make any difference.

This is not one of those times.

This 109th Congress faces monumental issues. Sena-
tors and representatives are having to come to terms
with a war that is out of control, directed by a presi-
dent who claims broad new powers as commander
in chief. Senior members of the House and Sen-

ate, including leaders of the president’s own party,
are openly questioning the president’s assertion of
authority to engage the U.S. in military action with-
out consulting Congress.

Hard Lessons

This Congress is beginning to face inescapable facts
about a damaged global environment and its inevi-
table impacts on all of us. The discovery that U.S.
soldiers are torturing Iraqi and other detainees came
as a shock to many members of Congress, as did the
news that U.S. agencies are spying on people in the
U.S. who are not even suspected of a crime.

In the summer of 2006, the deadly violence sweep-
ing the Middle East has challenged some analysts

to consider the root causes of the conflict between
Israel and its neighbors. Members of Congress from
both parties are beginning to ask whether the United
States may need more non-military tools to respond
to such crises before they reach the proportions we
now see in Israel and Lebanon. Meanwhile, constitu-
ents press their legislators to find answers that will
end the ongoing genocide in Darfur.

Members of both houses are finding that they do not
have adequate answers to these questions. Sometimes
they hide from the big questions, as the House did
when it churned through votes on flag burning, pro-
tecting the pledge of allegiance, and preserving a cross
on a monument near San Diego, while Lebanon and
Israel burned. But the questions are still there. The
evidence shows up in votes that are closely split, with
cross-over voting that does not fall along party lines.

The evidence also shows up in hearings, where
members who were once stalwart supporters of the
president are asking pointed, sometimes harsh ques-
tions and insisting on answers from administration
representatives.

Perhaps most importantly, the evidence shows up

in the repeated messages from Congress—in the
form of “aye” votes on language that prohibits a
permanent U.S. presence in Iraq—that this Congress
is not willing to follow a commander in chief without
question.

These are encouraging moments for all of us at FCNL
who deal in ideas and possibilities. We should all
use these teachable moments to continue to propose
alternate ways of dealing with conflict, injustice, and
short-sightedness here at home and abroad. ®

FCNL Voting Record

Read inside how your elected officials have
voted. Use these votes to persuade your mem-
bers of Congress to ask tough questions and to
find openings for smart, just, and peaceful poli-
cies to replace old, unjust, war policies.
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Questions for Candidates

Help to re-energize democracy in the U. S. by being an informed, active
participant in the 2006 elections. Here are a few sample questions to ask
the candidates at face-to-face meetings, a town hall meeting, a shopping
mall meet-and-greet, an in-house visit with a few potential supporters.

Iraq: Support U.S. Troops by Bringing Them Home.

What legislation would you support to challenge the course of the failed
war strategy in Iraq and will you vote for a timetable for the complete
withdrawal of U.S. troops if reelected (or elected)?

Time to Invest in Peace

Will you vote to provide more money for non-military tools—such as
diplomacy, community-based development, and international insti-
tutions—to solve international problems before they lead to deadly
violence?

Keeping People Safe at Home

How do you think the federal government should organize itself and

its budget to keep us all safe from the regional economic problems that
cause widespread unemployment, from the expenses of medical care for
catastrophic illnesses, and from the deprivations of poverty for those left
out of the nation’s economy?

Outlaw Torture Now, with No Exceptions

Will you support legislation that prohibits all U.S.-sponsored torture,
with no exceptions, and to direct our military agencies to abide by the
Geneva Conventions?

Support Court Review of All Government Spying

In the name of national security, the administration has tapped into
information on phone calls made by some 200 million U.S. residents
—including my phone, no doubt. Would you vote to halt this massive
domestic spying program and to require U.S. intelligence agencies to get
warrants so that we have at least some assurance that they are focusing
only on suspected terrorists or criminals?

Reducing Dependence on Oil

Would you vote for legislation to promote use of energy saving technolo-
gies and to require conservation measures such as increasing fuel effi-
ciency of automobiles?

Support Safe, Legal Immigration
What kind of legislation would you support on immigration? What
should be the goal of immigration legislation at this time?

FCNL has a “Questions for Candidates” brochure available on its
website at www.fcnl.org. Share copies with your neighbors and
friends. Use it to help frame your questions to ask at forums and
town hall meetings with candidates.
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Selected House Votes

Allow permanent bases in Iraq. Steve King (IA)
amendment to remove a provision from the fis-
cal year 2007 (FY07) Defense Appropriations bill
that prohibits the Pentagon spending money to
establish permanent bases in Iraq. FCNL: NO.
Rejected 376-50 (6/20/2006).

“Stay the course” in Iraq. Resolution (H.Res.
861) offered by Henry Hyde (IL) to reaffirm the
House’s determination to resist calls for troop
withdrawal from Iraq and to “declare that the
United States will prevail in the Global War

on Terror, the noble struggle to protect free-
dom from the terrorist adversary.” FCNL: NO.
Passed 256-153 (6/16/2006).

Increase emergency refugee aid. Jim McGovern
(MA) amendment to the FY07 Foreign Opera-
tions Appropriations bill to increase funding for
U.S. refugee and migration assistance by $30
million. The increase was to be offset by reduc-
ing funds for the Andean Counter-Drug Initia-
tive by the same amount. FCNL: YES. Rejected
229-174 (6/9/2006).

Support peacekeeping in Darfur. Michael
Capuano (MA) amendment to the FY06 supple-
mental appropriations bill to add $50 million
for peacekeeping operations to prevent further
genocide and protect civilians in Darfur. FCNL:
YES. Adopted 213-208 (3/16/2006).

Bar funding for military operations against
Iran. Maurice Hinchey (NY) amendment to the
Defense Appropriations bill to bar funding for
military operations against Iran without congres-
sional approval. FCNL: YES. Rejected 262-158
(6/20/2006).

Support Global Threat Reduction Initiative.
Robert Andrews (NJ) and Jim Leach (IA) amend-
ment to the FY07 Energy Appropriations bill to
provide an additional $27.8 million for programs
that secure and dispose of vulnerable nuclear
material that could potentially be used for weap-
ons. FCNL: YES. Adopted 227-195 (5/24/2006)

Cut missile “defense.” John Tierney (MA)
amendment to the FY07 Defense Authoriza-
tion bill to restructure the U.S. missile shield
program, to prohibit the deployment of certain

types of interceptors, and to cut funding for
missile "defense” in half. FCNL: YES. Rejected
301-124 (5/11/2006).

Conditions on export of nuclear fuel to India.
Amendment by Howard Berman (CA) and Ellen
Tauscher (CA) to restrict exports of nuclear reac-
tor fuel to India until the president determines
that India has halted the production of fissile
material for use in nuclear weapons. FCNL:
YES. Rejected 241-184 (7/26/2006).

Open ANWR to oil exploration. H.R. 5429,
introduced by Richard Pombo (CA), would
authorize the Interior Department to open the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge to oil and gas
exploration and production. FCNL: NO. Passed
225-201 (5/25/2006).

10. Increase CAFE standards. Sherwood Boehlert

11.

(NY) amendment to require the Department of
Transportation to set fuel efficiency standards to
at least 33 miles per gallon for new cars by 2015.
FCNL: YES. Rejected 254117 (4/20/2005).

Prohibit torture in detainee interrogations.
Motion by John Murtha (PA) to instruct the con-
ference committee for the FY06 Defense Appro-
priations bill to include the “McCain amend-
ment” in the Senate bill. The McCain amend-
ment prohibits cruel, inhuman, or degrading
treatment of any prisoner detained by the U.S.
and directs that persons detained by the Depart-
ment of Defense are to be interrogated according
to standards in the U.S. Army Field Manual for
Intelligence Interrogation. FCNL: YES. Adopt-
ed 308-122 (12/14/2005).

(continued on page 4)

Learn More about Bills

More information about the bills included in this
Voting Record, as well as other legislation that
FCNL is tracking, can be found on our website
at www.fenl.org. To find out how your members
of Congress voted on some of these related bills,
click on "Contact Congress" and enter your zip
code in the indicated box at the top of the page.
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Selected Senate Votes

Note: Please read votes 1 and 2 together. Although
these bills are very similar, some senators voted for
one and not the other because of party affiliations or
because of a detail in the bills. FCNL favored both,
as they represent the first significant questioning of
Iraq policy since 2002.

Require a timetable for withdrawal from Iraq.
Carl Levin (MI) amendment to the fiscal year
2006 (FY06) Defense Authorization bill stat-

ing that U.S. military forces should not stay in
Iraq indefinitely and to require the president to
report to Congress with a plan for phased with-
drawal of U.S. troops from Iraq, including dates.
FCNL: YES. Rejected 58—40 (11/15/2005).

Require the president to define the conditions
necessary for withdrawal from Iraq. John
Warner (VA) amendment which would alter

the FY06 Defense Authorization bill (S. 1042) to
require the president to define the conditions
necessary for the withdrawal of U.S. troops
from Iraq and to submit quarterly, non-classified
reports on progress toward reaching that goal.
The amendment expressed the Senate view that

House Votes (continued from page 3)

12.

Withhold U.S. dues to United Nations. Henry
Hyde (IL) proposal (H.R. 2745) to withhold 50
percent of U.S. dues to the United Nations unless
the UN complies with 32 of 39 changes in its
operations, as demanded by the U.S. FCNL:
NO. Passed 221-184 (6/17/2005)

13. Bar intelligence agency access to library and

14.

bookstore records. Bernard Sanders (VT)
amendment to the Science-State-Justice-Com-
merce Appropriations bill to prohibit the Justice
Department from spending funds on applica-
tions for warrants to acquire library patron
records or bookseller customer lists or records.
FCNL: YES. Adopted 238-187 (6/15/2005).

Prohibit warrantless wiretapping in U.S.
Adam Schiff (CA) amendment to the Science-
State-Justice-Commerce Appropriations bill to
deny funds for electronic surveillance within the
U.S. unless authorized either under the Foreign

15.

16.

“2006 should be a period of significant transi-
tion to full Iraqi sovereignty” and declared that
U.S. military troops should not stay “any longer
than required.” FCNL: YES. Adopted 79-19
(11/15/2005).

De-fund the nuclear “bunker buster.” Diane
Feinstein (CA) amendment to the Energy and
Water Appropriations bill to prohibit the use of
funds for the “Robust Nuclear Earth Penetrator”
weapon and to use the money instead to reduce
the national debt. FCNL: YES. Rejected 53-43
(7/1/2005).

Improve nuclear nonproliferation programs.
Richard Lugar (IN) amendment to the FY06
Defense Authorization bill to remove certain
barriers that prevented loose nuclear materi-

als from being secured in Russia under the
Global Threat Reduction Initiative. FCNL: YES.
Adopted 78-19 (7/21/2005).

Missiles, No — Threat Reduction, Yes. Carl
Levin (MI) amendment to the FY06 Defense

(continued on page 5)

Intelligence Surveillance Act or statutes applying
to criminal investigations. FCNL: YES. Rejected
219-207 (6/20/2006)

Passage of Immigration Reform Act. H.R.
4437 offered by James Sensenbrenner (WI) to
reform the U.S. immigration system by increas-
ing border security, building a fence from the
Pacific Ocean to the Gulf of Mexico, providing
for expedited detention and removal of immi-
grants and non-immigrant visitors, focusing on
criminal activity and fraud, and limiting due
process rights for immigrants and visitors from
other countries. FCNL: NO. Passed 239-182
(12/16/2005)

Remove language assistance from Voting
Rights Act. Stearns (FL) amendment to the Sci-
ence-State-Justice-Commerce Appropriations bill
to bar the use of funds for language assistance
for bilingual voters, in areas where the first lan-
guage of a significant minority of voters is some-
thing other than English. FCNL: NO. Rejected
254-167 (6/28/2006).
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Senate Votes (continued from page 4)

Authorization bill to cut $50 million from missile
“defense” (a symbolic pinch from a $9.3 billion
program) and transfer it to Cooperative Threat
Reduction programs, which are dedicated to
securing loose nuclear materials that could be
used to make weapons. FCNL: YES. Rejected
60-37 (11/08/2005).

Iran sanctions. Richard Santorum (PA) amend-
ment to the FY06 Defense Authorization bill

to continue sanctions against companies and
foreign governments that invest more than $20
million in Iran’s energy sector. The sanctions
would continue until the president certified to
Congress that Iran had dismantled its capacity
to build weapons of mass destruction. FCNL:
NO. Rejected 5445 (6/15/2006).

Steps toward opening ANWR to oil drilling.
Pete Domenici (NM) amendment to the FY07
budget resolution establishing a reserve fund

to receive funds generated by lease sales in the
Arctic National Wildlife Reserve (ANWR) and to
direct $150 million per year from those sales to
support energy programs. FCNL: NO. Adopt-
ed 5149 (3/16/2006).

Support for renewable energy sources. Jeff
Bingaman (NM) amendment to the energy poli-
cy bill (H.R. 6) to require that, by 2020, at least 10
percent of the electricity sold by electric utilities
must come from renewable energy sources. The
requirement would begin to phase in with a 2.5
percent mandate in 2008. FCNL: YES. Adopted
52-48 (6/16/2006).

10.

11.

12.

Prohibit torture in interrogations. John McCain
(AZ) amendment to the FY06 Defense Appropri-
ations bill to prohibit cruel, inhuman, or degrad-
ing treatment of any prisoner detained by the
U.S. and to direct that persons detained by the
Department of Defense be interrogated accord-
ing to the standards in the U.S. Army Field Man-
ual for Intelligence Interrogation. FCNL: YES.
Adopted 90-9 (10/11/2005).

Reauthorize USA Patriot Act. Bill Frist (TN)
bill to reauthorize expiring provisions of the
Patriot Act. The reauthorization included minor
amendments to the non-disclosure requirements
and clarified that libraries are not Internet ser-
vice providers for purposes of the Patriot Act.
FCNL: NO. Passed 954 (3/1/2006).

Human rights vs. border fences. John Ensign
(NV) amendment to the FY07 budget resolu-
tion to cut funding for the new United Nations
Human Rights Council in order to allow addi-
tional funds for a fence along the southern U.S.
border. FCNL: NO. Rejected 50-50 (3/16/2006).

Immigration - secure borders first. Johnny
Isakson (GA) amendment to the Senate immi-
gration reform bill (S. 2611) to require the
secretary of Homeland Security to certify that
the borders are secure and new detention
facilities are operational before the legalization
and guest worker provisions in the bill could
be implemented. FCNL: NO. Rejected 5540
(5/16/2006).

~
Build Democracy. VOTE
Order a “Build Democracy. Vote” bumper sticker
from FCNL on our website at www.fcnl.org
or call 1-800-630-1330.
/
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HOUSE VOTES

See Key on Page 11
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Brought to You by...

The preparation and publication of this congres-

Mail your check to FCNL, 245 Second Street, NE,

Washington, DC, 20002.

To contribute,

sional voting record are funded entirely through

the generous gifts of individuals like you.

Charge your donation to your credit card by calling

800-630-1330, ext. 2526.

You can support the ongoing work of the Friends
Committee on National Legislation by making a
donation today. All contributors regularly receive

the FCNL Washington Newsletter and the Indian

Report.

Donate online securely by going to FCNL's web
site, www.fcnl.org, and click on “How to Give.”

Thank you! Your gift makes our Quaker witness

possible.
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SENATE VOTES
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
FCNL Position Y Y Y Y Y N N Y Y N N N FCNL Position Y Y Y Y Y N N Y Y N N N
Ohio Texas
DeWine (R) n 'Y n Y n y N n Y vy y N Hutchison (R) n 'Y n Y n y y n Y yv vy vy
Voinovich (R) n Y Y Y n y vy Y y N N Cornyn (R) n Y n n n y y n n y vy vy
Oklahoma Utah
Coburn (R) n n n Y n y y n n y vy vy Hatch (R) n 'Y n Y n y y n Y v vy vy
Inhofe (R) n n n n n y y n n y vy vy Bennett (R) n 'Y n'Y n N y n Y y v N
Oregon Vermont
Wyden (D) Y Y Y Y Y N N Y Y y N y Leahy (D) Y n Y Y Y N N Y Y y N N
Smith (R) n 'Y n Y n N N Y Y v vy y Jeffords () Y Y Y Y Y N N Y Y N N N
Pennsylvania Virginia
Specter (R) n Y Y n N y Y Y y N N Warner (R) n 'Y n n n N y n Y y v N
Santorum (R) n Y n n n y y n Y v y vy Allen (R) n 'Y n Y n y y n Y v vy vy
Rhode Island Washington
Reed (D) Y Y Y Y Y N N Y Y y N N Cantwell (D) Y Y Y Y Y N N Y Y y N N
Chafee (R) Y Y Y Y Y N N Y Y y N N Murray (D) Y Y Y Y Y N N Y Y y N N
South Carolina West Virginia
DeMint (R) n n n n n y y n Y vy vy vy Byrd (D) Y n Y Y Y N N n Y N N y
Graham (R) n n n Y n y y n Y vy y N Rockefeller (D) Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y y N
South Dakota Wisconsin
Thune (R) n n n Y n y y n Y v vy y Kohl (D) Y Y Y Y Y N N Y Y y N N
Johnson (D) Y Y Y Y Y N N Y Y y N N Feingold (D) Y Y Y Y Y N N Y Y N N N
Tennessee Wyoming
Alexander (R) + n Y n N y n Y v y vy Thomas (R) n 'Y n Y n N y n Y v vy vy
Frist (R) n Y n n y y n Y vy vy vy Enzi (R) n 'Y n'Y n N y n Y vy vy vy

Key to Votes
Y or N = consistent with FCNL's position on the issue
y or n = not consistent with FCNL's position on the issue.

+ and - mean that a member announced a position but did not actually vote. If + or - is bold, it means the
vote was consistent with FCNL's position.

p = the member voted present

A blank space means that the member did not vote, was not in office, or could not vote.

s = Speaker of the House who ordinarily does not vote.

The following changes in representation occurred during the first 18 months of the 109th Congress.
NJ John Corzine resigned from Senate in 2005 and elected Governor of New Jersey.

NJ-13 Robert Menendez resigned Jan. 16, 2006 before being appointed to Senate by governor.

CA-48 Christopher Cox resigned Aug. 2, 2005. John Campbell elected in special election Oct. 4, 2005.
OH-2 Rob Portman resigned April 29, 2005. Jean Schmidt elected in special election Aug. 2, 2005.
TX-22 Tom DeLay resigned June 6, 2006.
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109th Congress Voting Record

This selection of votes offers a window on the
positions and activities of members of Congress.
Already, as we write this in August 2006, members
of the House have recorded more than 1,000 votes
since the beginning of 2005, and senators are coming
close to 600.

More votes are likely in the fall. Congress will
reconvene briefly in September, and leaders in both
houses predict a lame-duck session after the elections
when additional votes on the issues highlighted here
will take place.

Read with Caution

Recorded votes present just one view of a legislator’s
record. Personal interactions with representatives
and senators or their staffs often offer a fuller picture.
Members of Congress vote for or against different
pieces of legislation for varied reasons. You may
find in conversations and correspondence that your
senator worked hard to mitigate some of the worst
aspects of a bill that was on a fast track toward pas-
sage, or that your representative worked quietly in
committee to bottle up harmful proposals.

Certainly it is gratifying to see legislation proposed
that expresses exactly what we would like to see in
law. But such legislation rarely becomes law when
first proposed. A Quaker member of the first Con-
gress proposed abolishing slavery, but it would be
more than 60 years before similar legislation would
become the basis for a constitutional amendment.

We at FCNL recognize that our Statement of Legisla-
tive Policy is not likely to become the basis of widely
accepted legislation in the short term, but FCNL's
positions on these votes are indicators of steps mem-
bers of Congress can take to toward the world we
seek.

FCNL identifies those steps that move Congress
and all of us in the U.S. toward expressing values of
peace, equality, and respect for the earth and each
other in our foreign, domestic, and environmental
policies.

Many of the votes selected for this record are not on
a single piece of legislation but are votes on amend-
ments to major bills. In some cases, these votes mark
significant positive steps—such as a ban on perma-
nent bases in Iragq—that members of Congress are
taking to change U.S. policy. In other cases, the votes
are attempts to block efforts to dismantle programs
and laws that FCNL supports—such as the language
assistance provisions in the Voting Rights Act.

Votes on these amendments tell us more about mem-
bers’ positions on policy issues than their votes on
large packages, such as the budget, can tell us.

After you have examined your representative’s and
senators’ voting records, ask them about votes that
trouble you and express your support of votes that
agree with your perspectives. Ask candidates for
office how they would vote on similar questions.
Votes don’t tell the whole story, but they offer a good
place to start the conversation. ®
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